Rock Valley College

Division of Computers and Information Systems

WEB 231 – Web Design and Production
Course Objective:

Teach students specific design/development principles and practices related to the creation of web sites for the commercial and business to business markets.

On completion of the course, the student will have experience in the following:

1) Project management.

Planning from the initial design to the project completion.  Understanding your client/business process flow.  Understanding your client’s customers.  Market research.  Planning/Flowcharting/Storyboards.  Creating proposals.  Quoting considerations.  

2) Initial concept design.

Creating a layout/look related to a companies business.  Moving from print media to the web.  Use of color.  Fonts.  What type of features will the site need to convey the clients information to there audience (database, message board, chat room, multimedia presentation, etc.)?

3) Design principles.

How to design for the web.  Browser considerations.  Image optimization/creation.  Functionality/usability.  When and how to use tools such as CSS/DHTML, Flash, Shockwave, Video, Sound, Acrobat, and 3D imagery (Adobe Atmosphere/VRML and new techniques as they appear such as Zinio) to optimize the users experience.

4)
Marketing.

Search engine considerations when building the site.  Response mechanisms.

Email marketing.  Targeting the client’s customers.  Branding.  

The objectives of the course will be achieved by having the students complete the following:

1) Related assignments for each section of the course.  Some assignments will involve doing case studies on currently active sites.  Case study will involve dissecting a site and re-creating the site with an improved design.

2) The students must complete a project that encompasses all of the concepts presented in the course.  The project will be from a concept that the student creates which may be an imaginary company or a company that does exist.  They will have to complete all the of design steps outlined in class and build a fully functional site.

Textbooks:


Robin Williams Web Design Workshop – John Tollett, Robin Williams, David Rohr


Peachpit Press - ISBN 0201748673

Software needed for class:


Macromedia Dreamweaver


Adobe Photoshop.


Macromedia Flash

Prerequisites:


WEB 101 - Programming Related to the Internet

WEB 102 - Advanced Programming Related to the Internet

Recommended:

WEB 230 – ColdFusion Programming

